Congenital talipes equinovarus: I. Resolving and resistant deformities.
Comparisons were made between 54 children with resolving congenital talipes equinovarus deformity and 81 children whose feet required surgical correction. There was a significant difference in the incidence of bilateral deformity, sex ratio and family history of congenital talipes in the two groups. The children with resolving deformity had feet which were indistinguishable from the normal side of unilaterally affected children in their calf muscle measurements at six weeks of age, and in the range of movement and radiographs at four years of age. Those requiring surgery had varying degrees of muscle reduction, and although often well corrected, had a reduced range of movement and altered joint anatomy at four years of age. This suggests that they are two distinct populations.